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Abstract: In this paper, we applied Chongqing statistical yearbook data and methods such as Theil index, gravity center migration, and geograph-
ical weighted regression to study the spatio-temporal pattern and driving factors of Chongqing’s population from 2003 to 2022. The conclusions
show that (Dthe speed of population concentration has steadily increased from in the past 20 years. Among different counties, the gap of popula-
tion growth has widened and the population pattern of “dense in the west and sparse in the east” is stable. @ The gravity center of population
slowly moves from the central regions to the southwest regions, and the population standard deviation ellipse shows a “northeast-southwest” dis-
tribution. 3 The spatial agglomeration effect of population density is strengthened in the main urban areas, while the population density agglom-
eration in the northeast and southeast of Chongging are not significant. @The natural growth rate, urbanization rate, number of beds in health in-
stitutions per thousand people, and number of full-time teachers in primary and secondary schools per thousand people have a positive impact on
population density, while the proportion of natural protected areas has a negative impact on population density. The fundamental factors contribut-
ing to the spatial heterogeneity of Chongqing’s population are urbanization rate and medical education level.
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