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Abstract: Focusing on A level tourist attractions in Guangdong Province from 2005 to 2022, we systematically analyzed the spatial structure
characteristics and evolution patterns of these attractions using the nearest neighbor index, kernel density analysis, and standard deviation ellipse.
Then, we further explored the driving mechanisms behind the spatio-temporal distribution of attractions using GeoDetector. The findings were as
follows (D from 2005 to 2022, the spatial distribution of A level tourist attractions in Guangdong Province demonstrated significant clustering
characteristics, with the Pearl River Delta region showing a particularly strong clustering effect. (2 High-density areas of attractions evolved from
scattered distributions to contiguous strip-like patterns. In the Pearl River Delta and eastern Guangdong, high-density distribution belts formed in
cross and S shape, respectively. 3 The spatial distribution direction of attractions aligned with the geographical morphology of Guangdong
Province. The distribution center shifted gradually from Shunde District, Foshan City, to Zengcheng District, Guangzhou City. ) Economic
industrial factors, along with social policy factors, have strong explanatory power for the spatial evolution of attractions, whereas the
influence of natural environmental factors is relatively weaker. The permanent population, GDP, urbanization rate, and tourism revenue are the key
driving factors.
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