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Fig. 1 Simplified map showing distribution of the Emeishan basalts(a), phase transition relationship between Xuanwei Formation and

Longtan Formation of Upper Permian(b) and geological sketch map of the study area(c)
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Fig. 2 Photos of kaolinitic claystone rocks (ores) in lower part of Longtan Formation
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Table 1  Analysis results of Nb, Li and Ga in clay rocks of lower part of Longtan Formation wg/10°
5 Nb,0s Li Ga ) Nb,0s Li Ga 5 Nb,0s Li Ga
CNO1-1 309 133 64 CNI11-3 226 243 63.5 CN57-2 200 266 52.8
CNO02-1 222 68 60.1 CNI12-1 212 107 533 CN58-2 172 177 60.6
CN02-3 269 143 61.6 CN13-1 139 1482 37.6 CN59-1 176 219 54.3
CNO03-1 239 145 56.2 CN14-1 245 224 73 CN64-1 163 40.4 51.1
CNO04-1 169 325 50.2 CNI15-1 166 422 52.6 CN68-1 197 84 66.6
CN04-2 245 444 52.7 CNl6-1 119 51.4 54.7 CN75-2 183 58.5 60.3
CNO05-1 115 256 47.6 CN17-2 263 76.6 574 CN76-1 89 79.4 26.5
CNO05-2 177 186 52.2 CN19-1 176 147 46.8 CN77-1 41 439 43.9
CNO06-1 196 115 732 CN19-2 217 115 69.2 CN79-1 177 226 474
CN06-2 140 46.9 43.9 CN19-3 283 118 64.7 CN80-1 134 235 45.7
CNO7-1 222 714 68.2 CN20-1 186 80.5 385 CN90-1 437 424 61
CNO07-2 172 76.9 53.9 CN52-2 154 2053 34
CNO8-1 146 338 415 CN53-2 146 513 423 THE 187 223 53.1
CN09-2 93 513 274 CN55-2 189 165 673 LN 437 2053 732
CN09-4 156 424 482 CN56-1 115 31.7 52.5 e/ ME 41 31.7 26.5
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Fig. 4 Box diagram of Nb,Os, Li and Ga contents of clay rocks (a) and Nb,Os content of borehole (b) in the study area
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Table 2 Results of chemical analysis of ZK03 borehole

§ ALO; CaO K;O NaO SiO, TFe MgO MnO TiO, Zr Hf Ta Nb NbyOs ALOs/
H 5 Atk - CIA Nb/Ta Zr/Hf
wp/% we/10 TiO,
ZK03-3-B1 1596 023 137 045 4629 1621 071 033 265 457 113 442 675 966 87.74 1527 4044 6.02
ZK03-3-B2 CEL NN 1679 05 143 041 39.67 17.83 088 037 288 482 11.6 496 692 99 8826 13.95 41.55 583
ZK03-4-Bl  @EAAE+H 1951 072 248 051 4915 729 126 031 336 690 17.1 773 104 149 84.65 1345 4035 581
ZK03-4-B2 1744 122 193 054 4299 118 215 05 246 579 142 6.18 821 117 8535 1328 40.77 7.09
7ZK03-5-Bl BREIALATMZ 2104 017 067 081 3192 413 028 0032 137 1440 347 132 170 243 91.07 12.88 41.50 1536
ZK03-6-B1 351 0.5 018 028 4212 19 0041 0015 231 2372 578 21.6 287 411 98.15 1329 41.04 15.19
ZK03-6-B2 36.06 0.068 02 019 4151 3.08 0.1 0004 258 1961 47.7 165 220 315 9855 1333 4111 13.98
7K03-6-B3 3504 0071 015 017 406 325 0089 0.001 3.06 1880 457 17.1 217 310 9875 12.69 41.14 1145
ZK03-7-B1 BHER 3508 0.087 0.117 0.117 40.71 3.11 0.15 0.003 3.34 1448 358 12 161 230 99.09 13.42 4045 10.50
ZK03-7-B2  mEWAAEEAE 2409 01 011 0.2 2814 1623 0.15 0.005 244 919 225 772 108 155 98.69 13.99 40.84 9.87
ZK03-7-B3 3133 0.078 0.4 019 3652 7.84 0.3 0.005 341 1293 319 10.1 134 192 98.53 1327 40.53 9.19
ZK(3-7-B4 2798 05 0.4 021 324 1128 011 0001 354 918 228 7.89 105 150 98.23 1331 4026 7.90
ZK03-7-B5 2885 0.05 011 0.1 4317 481 0.089 0.004 556 1233 30.6 109 145 207 99.02 13.30 4029 5.19
ZK03-8-B1 T 12.03 0.053 0337 0.5 3243 2655 0.153 0.008 426 800 176 72 998 143 91.01 13.86 4545 2.82
ZK03-8-B2 9.1 0.048 023 041 2125 3734 0.8 0.008 427 716 155 736 963 138 90.77 13.08 46.19 2.13
ZK03-8-B3 WaRLH 13.85 0.091 0.18 025 3261 2591 02 0013 429 843 187 8.02 108 155 9579 1347 4508 3.23
ZK03-9-B1 EiG 2425 0.3 036 038 30.58 18.89 0.16 0.008 4.86 885 20.6 842 114 163 9597 13.54 42.96 4.99
ZK03-9-B2  EAAEEEE 3502 0.3 063 026 3255 731 028 022 174 401 107 379 505 722 9692 1332 3748 20.13
KA
ZK03-10-B1 s 5043 0.197 0347 0.1 13.09 359 0095 054 078 182 587 19 252 36.05 98.93 1326 31.01 64.65
BIK AR
ZK03-11-Bl 408 4574 008 0052 273 075 034 013 019 862 193 0998 11.5 1645
FOARH
ZK03-11-B2 121 5077 0.07 0.046 176 049 04 0044 013 547 1.09 0.79 843 12.06

e CIA. fh2# AR 48 21, CIA=[ALO3/(AL,O5+CaO*+Na,0+K,0) ], 3K H Ak 2% B 43 19 & 4 3 hy BE IR 8, CaO* 246 AE4E T HEMR $h 0 1 Hh CaO.
MECLENNAN%: B5A g 24 n(Ca0)>n(NayO) i, n(CaO*)=n(Na,0), ifii 24 n(Ca0)<n(NayO)if, | n(CaO*)=n(Ca0), H H n(Ca0), n(Na,0)Fl

n(CaO*) 734l Ca0, Na,OF1CaO* i EE /R EL; F [

2 JZHRE 2 (95.97 ~ 99.09, V-4 98.19), FHH & ik 2k
WIS AR A T B A2 KAV E I LA & e
3 BK—A RN, KA A E SRR T R E RS
R B TR SR S T R

(4) & HEE s A% 1 %5 (ZK03-8-B1 ~ ZK03-
8-B3, J& 2.04 m). Nb,Os [fi & 73 Ft ~ 138x10° ~
155x10°°, ¥ 145.3x10°, ALOs. SiO, 7 & &1,
TFe. TiO>. Na,O & 55H4 5. CL4 {EAIN T Bk
e A AR A K (90.77 ~ 95.79, K44 92.52),
TR )2 Fr e DAk 22 AR R L & sk = e A
Bt A .

(5) =K A 5K ATRL)Z (ZK03-10-Bl, J&
0.2m). NbyOs JEHE /%N 36.05x10 °, ALO; Jfik:
S EGR BRI (50.43%), Hofh FEHOTER SRR,
CIA {E 551k 98.93, f8/R %)= W41 TR FUM Ak K
TEAVER

(6)%F 0 4 JK %+ (ZK03-11-B1 ~ ZK03-11-B2, J5&
1.08 m) . NbyOs JFiH434N 12.06x10 ° ~ 16.45%x10°°,
FH4 14.26x10°°, Hofr i i F LT H DB 4.

FER L, LA DB NbyOs SRk K (1 4b),
21 PR S 17 (R R B AL FE BT R 5 Ao
8 ML AR B XA S BT PR & I Tolk 7, Bt 734K
H163x10 ° ~ 411x10°°, S22 258.9x10°, [H 1,
SR LA O TR AR RS, H EEE A
TES P e A R A
33 WAL YA

3 HR A Ak S BT e A R R
(CN90-1, Nb,Os Jii & 43 %k 437x10°% ZK03-6-Bl,
Nb,Os JFi 12 73 50 411x10°°% ZK03-6-B3, Nb,Os fii 1
SIEL 310%10°) B8 i X SRR 5T (XRD) 43 Hr &%
ULIA 6a ~ co

Oy HTEE R B R, CN9O-1 BE 5 =B W A mis A
R, B YR BT, XRD 58 &7 53 3k
FRBLER T B 2 1.8% (%] 6d); ZK03-6-B1 K i
FE Y WA R, R R, &
W40 R R4, XRD 2 f 43 B f s BBk ot i 49
By 2.7% (K 6e); ZK03-6-B3 £ i 58 1) hy i 1
A FR R, DB YR SR MR8, XRD 2
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Fig. 6 Diffraction image of XRD (a-c) and mineral composition characteristic (d-f)
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J AR

MER = &G AFAT AL 8 PR G RFERRARS

BT b2 A T T 43T o

BBk 1 T B S B 12 (back scattered electrons,
fajFx BSE) 2 K 8, SRR G A 5 0 Y
s DA RS AR BT T B A XS E (18] 7)o SR
WA T ERET (EPMA) /Mg 0L (6 3) .

ST SRR (FR 3), BLEKE 1Y b2 i oy S i
7 98.49% ~ 99.22%, ~F- 34 4 98.84%. NbyOs Jit it
3N 0.09% ~ 3.40%(F- 14 1.17%), TiO, Jit & 47
B 81.95% ~ 95.81%(°F- 44 90.93%), V,0; Jit & 53
BN 1.01% ~ 8.55% (-5 2.04%), ALOs Jii & 43 41

4 0.18% ~ 2.45%(3F ¥ 1.29%), SiO, i &t 43 50 A
0.03% ~ 2.85%(CF 4 1.16%), ZrO, it & 7 B H
0.09% ~ 1.74%(F 14 0.68%), Cr,03 Jii & 5 50 N
0.14% ~ 1.17%(CF-44 0.51%), HAt oo Z &= 1%.
i T 2O X AR M XCE R 2 B A R
FE B b 24 43 B I 58 2 B NboOs Jiit it 43 4
H0.17% ~ 0.74%CF 14 0.51%), TiO, i & 70 % N
91.81% ~ 97.68%(°F- ¥ 93.20%), ZrO, Jii & 43 ¥ K
0.08% ~ 2.48%(F- ¥ 1.42%), ALO; Jii & 7+ ¥ M
0.25% ~ 1.33%CF ¥ 0.88%), SiO, i & 4> ¥ H

. *N

. %;ﬁm .
-_"Z e —
. ZK03-6-B1-1

Y

K7 BLekw HEURE (BSE) K 7HEHHr s o B
Fig. 7 BSE images and EPMA analyzing points of anatase grains

K3 BRTHEFRUHEESTER

Table 3 EPMA analytical results of anatase grains

WB/ %

lliENEE A Nb,Os  NaO  MgO  ALO; S0,  CaO  Zt0,  FeO  Cr0O;  Ti0,  Ce0s  SO; V05 At
CN90-1-1 1.16 0.01 0.04 099 058 005 050 031 017 9392 — 005  Ll14 9891
CN90-1-2 0.51 0.13 0.01 1.56 164 006 009 043 044 9104 023 009 254 9877
CN90-1-3 0.86 007 0.02 1.95 154 005 140 071 038 9001 006 013 134 9849
CNY90-1-4 3.40 021 0.03 080 060 006 015 159 071 8995 005 006 101 986l
CN90-1-5 1.69 — 0.05 2.10 184 002 057 123 060 8195 005 004 855 9868
CN90-1-6 0.95 019 003 223 239 006 009 116 034  89.23 — 005 222 9892
7K03-6-B1-1 1.84 — — 0.83 078 001 021 121 L12 9057 019 024 204 99.03
7K03-6-B1-2 0.09 0.04 — 018 003 001 022 083 014 9581 004 006 151 9894
7K03-6-B1-3 171 — 0.02 0.81 042 007 174 040 021 9240 — 015 121 99.13
7K03-6-B1-4 130 0.08 — 068 069 006 118 084 091 9109 001 021 152 9857

ZK03-6-B1-5 1.50 0.04 0.02 1.03 0.86 0.04

0.31 1.27 1.17 89.93 0.17 0.39 248 99.22

ZK03-6-B3-1 0.94 0.23 0.05 245 2.85 0.06 0.89 0.44 0.50 89.06 — 0.17 1.30 98.92
ZK03-6-B3-2 0.69 0.09 0.02 0.83 0.62 0.05 1.63 0.49 0.45 92.47 — 0.02 1.42 98.78
ZK03-6-B3-3 0.44 — — 0.67 0.71 0.06 0.51 0.39 0.24 94.93 — 0.07 1.15 99.18
ZK03-6-B3-4 0.39 — — 224 1.80 0.08 0.73 0.26 0.25 91.59 0.07 — 1.10 98.50

iy 1.17 0.07 0.02 1.29 1.16 0.05 0.68 0.77 0.51 90.93 0.06 0.11 2.04 98.84

T " RN ER R T IR
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0.13% ~ 0.84%CF 4 0.45 %), V,03 Ji & 43 50 K
0.14% ~ 0.67%(F ¥ 0.41 %), Cr,05 &t & 4> 0 H
0.02% ~ 0.12%(F ¥4 0.08 %), H ' NbOs, ALO;,
SiOy. V205 UL K CryOs Jii i 43 05 AT T A Ik iF 5%
T 25 JE AR LA X AR, TiO, Al ZrO, [ 2 43 KU AH
XoFfhid 55 o

4 HHE

4.1 FEHBERS

Bl X ST (XRD) 25 R B X B+
S — B BRI LR, IR E (EPMA) 43 AT
25 LI, BLAk T P Nb,Os 1 5T #43 50R 0.09% ~
3.40%, “F-3¥ 1.17%. 3 4b, $4 B 5% 68 1% (SEM-
EDS)Hm s (Bl 8), Bigky th Ti 5 Nb A%+
H—3 570, Nb 457 b A 78 Horp, R I Bk
W) Nb FZ LIRS B A

g T RS PP AN SR AT Y Nb 5 A R
Nb &5 P 5C R, DIE—0 0 Nb BIRARIRAS, R
A 4% NbyOs B 8= h Bk i i o
BB T Nb,Os BT 7304, 1T 425 Nb,Os i

XRD 2 58 2 245 B i 78 CN90-1, ZK03-6-B1 Al
ZK03-6-B3 # i BiEK W 51 5t 53 8053 R 1.8%, 2.7%
1 2.4%, EPMA & & 43 B L ik 3 A4S FF i Bk
Nb,Os -2 [T 70 K053 50 1.43%, 1.29% Fi1 0.62%,
FEAARITEIRTG 2% NbOs i 4341, CN90-1 £
Hh N 257.4x107% ZK03-6-B1 FEACH 348.3x107% ZK03-
6-B3 FEfh R 148.8x10°, Arfsat s/ N ai b2
SIRTR AR (GR 2) . 1R O i 25 S 0 SR R AT
fE A& OXRD & & 53 M 7 B A B A7 16 19 152 22 5
a%?@@‘n_ b

L\ &

d.O e. Al

K8 Bk b i

(QEPMA F3 A1 16 BB SRR FRERPEAS 2 L 43 BT A5
b @ibA HAIE K Nb 30s Nb Y777
JHEER XRD 2 0E 1 7 A B iR 22, i Nb 27
DL [ 4 T8 WA T 8K 2, SR 1 1k
2253 H TiO,, LLEESS Y TiO, (5 /08U i,
FEEBUERT T NbyOs BT/ 4%, RAIA: 2% NbyOs
Fi =401 TiO, B BT /- 0Bk 1 Nb,Os
JoT 5 3 AR, TR A NbOs i it 70 4. TR 45 R
ZK03-6-B1 k£ i 4 298.0x107% ZKO03-6-B3 £ & N
189.7x10°°, It #3455 S35 /N T 2 Ak 22 A Hr i 45 1t
5 XRD kit . A X Nb #5954 —5
a3 LA B 478 A, X AT B s AR 45 R 54k
oM R 25 R E R

BEAb, AR URAIETE B L 45 e T 4 ) 2 O AR
TiO, 5 Nb,Os & it Z [AAH S 22 (B2 ZR 3t AH 5¢ R 4R
R=0.068) (1] 9a), i FI#A 5 20 AL RV 2, %
IR AR 56 F TiO, 5 NbyOs 7 i 52 3 1E A ¢,
Nb DA i [a] 2 i R A7 T Bk b i AR A —
B HRE, R LA LR 4 4~ (ZK03-5-B1 ~
ZK03-6-B3)Nb,Os 7 1t & i A i, B4 Tio, 5
Nb,Os 7 15t 2 [A] 2 A 1) 2 35 (1 1F 4 56 1 (R=0.726,
p<0.01, p (HH TRIAHOCHE R BA G2 1)
(& 9b) . PRI, 33t mT AR A58 X35 0 )2 v 22 /0
A 2 FOAFIRARIR AR 1) Nb £E7E

PE(Nb) R A S Eou s, AR RENE, &
PI+5 S ELE A TE AR IR T, I Nb™ (3 2
#0.64x10 " m) 5 Ti" (B T4 0.64x10 " m) BA
FHIL A 242, F AR Nb il ISR 2 e X
B TP S, AR AR UA KA 4R
T Y (R =B AN A DR P56 ) 53 i
RS, TE R 4 8 FR R Eh 4% & Witk AV, ) &

c. Nb

fEi ( SEM-EDS ) a4

Fig. 8 SEM-EDS mapping of anatase grains
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Fig. 9 Correlation diagram of TiO, and Nb,Os content in all core samples (a) and part of core samples (b) of Longtan Formation
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B k22X TiO,, — MR RIS IR A Ta, Nb,
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AR JREK T B SRR 4R AT AR PR AT
FEPY, BUARE — BRI FRARERT | WG ST XA TE
B UEAERAF ST R, PeTE A LA R AL
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REE %5508 JC R MO B e WAL R B AR b o s By
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Enrichment characteristics and occurrence of Nb in clay rocks in the
lower part of Upper Permian Longtan Formation in Xingwen area,
southern Sichuan
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Abstract: Niobium(Nb) is a critical metal, and China faces a high risk of being "strangled" due to the limited
availability of niobium. [Objective] To address this challenge, it is imperative to strengthen the research and
geological exploration of new types of niobium deposits. [Methods] This study focuses on the clay rocks in the
lower part of the Upper Permian Longtan Formation (P3/) in Xingwen area of southern Sichuan. Based on the
analysis of Nb contents in the collected samples, we combine various analytical techniques such as X-ray powder
diffraction (XRD), scanning electron microscopy with energy dispersive spectrometer (SEM-EDS), and electron
probe micro-analyzer (EPMA) to conduct mineral identification and quantitative analysis on Nb-enriched
samples.[Results] The results show that the content of Nb,Os in the clay rocks ranges from 41x10™° to 437x10°°,
with an average of 187.2x10°°, reaching the lowest industrial indicator for weathering crust-type deposits. The
enrichment of elements like Li, Ga, and others is also significant, making the clay layer rich in multiple critical
metals and possessing considerable ore-forming potential. XRD analysis reveals a substantial presence of anatase in
the Nb-rich clay rock. EPMA analysis indicates that the content of Nb,Os in anatase ranges from 0.09% to 3.40%,
with an average of 1.17%. Based on the Nb content in anatase, SEM-EDS scanning, and the Nb,Os content of whole-
rock samples, we conclude that Nb primarily exists in anatase as an isomorphous substitution, and some are
adsorbed by clay minerals. Nb is predominantly inherited from the weathering products of minerals such as sphene
in the Emeishan basalts, and the weathering degree has a significant impact on the enrichment and mineralization of
Nb, with characteristic of weathering-sedimentary deposit. [Conclusion] The research results provide a scientific
basis for the geological prospecting, resource evaluation, and comprehensive development and utilization of niobium
resources.

Key words: niobium(Nb); critical metal; anatase; occurrence state; Longtan Formation; clay rock; Xingwen

area, South Sichuan
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